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DRIVERS OF CHANGE

Drivers are macro-level factors that derive from a broad spectrum of areas: 
societal, technological, environmental, economic, and political. Drivers can be 
slow to form, but once in place cause changes with obvious wide-reaching 
impacts across a range of sectors, spanning different geographic areas and over 
varying time frames (FAO).

Emerging risk = a risk resulting from a newly 
identified hazard to which a significant 
exposure may occur, or from an unexpected 
new or increased significant exposure and/or 
susceptibility to a known hazard (EFSA).

Drivers →  may act as modifiers of effect on the 
onset of emerging risks, namely they can either 
amplify or attenuate the magnitude or frequency 
of risks arising from various sources (EFSA).
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Consumer behaviour

Demographic development

Health and wellbeing

Technologies in food production

Technologies in food processing

Distribution

Environmental contamination

Management of natural resources

Bioprocesses

Legislation, policies and governance

Geopolitical instability

DRIVERS OF CHANGE
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The behaviour of individual consumers can influence the nutritional habits /individual diets. (Changed 
eating habits lead to potential exposure or development of new hazards.)

• Dietary choice

• Consumer knowledge

• Consumer awareness/attitude

• Public awareness

Social
Driver

CONSUMER BEHAVIOUR
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Advancing economic globalization is currently hampered through newly established/changed borders, 
barriers, and limits. 

• War and conflict

• Fragmentation between nations

Political
Driver

GEOPOLITICAL INSTABILITY
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1. EXPERT SURVEY



12

2. MICROBIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
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2. MICROBIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
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3. CATEGORIZATION OF DRIVERS
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4. DRIVERS > FOOD BUSINESSES
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